MB 800 Research Methods in Missiology by West, Russell W.
Asbury Theological Seminary
ePLACE: preserving, learning, and creative exchange
Syllabi eCommons
1-1-2008
MB 800 Research Methods in Missiology
Russell W. West
Follow this and additional works at: http://place.asburyseminary.edu/syllabi
This Document is brought to you for free and open access by the eCommons at ePLACE: preserving, learning, and creative exchange. It has been
accepted for inclusion in Syllabi by an authorized administrator of ePLACE: preserving, learning, and creative exchange. For more information, please
contact thad.horner@asburyseminary.edu.
Recommended Citation
West, Russell W., "MB 800 Research Methods in Missiology" (2008). Syllabi. Book 188.
http://place.asburyseminary.edu/syllabi/188
MB800 ~ Research Methods in Missiology 
Professor:  Russell W. West, Ph.D. 
Wednesday 1:00 – 3:45 (AD306) 
 
 
Course Description 
This course introduces students to various approaches to research design, research methods and 
dissertation writing for doctoral students in missiology and intercultural studies.  Methods are the link 
between questions and answers.  The problem is finding the appropriate methods that discover data 
that shed light on the problem at hand.  A well-designed research project should provide a door for the 
researcher to enter the stream of literature being produced about a particular topic.  The goal of this 
course is to introduce students to a variety of research strategies and tools so that the student will be 
able to contribute to the disciplines within missiology.  
 
Office Hours, Location and Contact 
Wednesdays 9:30-12:30. McPheeters Center, Level 3, Room 307. To keep appointments to a 
minimum, the professor usually remains after class for up to one hour. Email for appointment. Note:  
Professor uses russell_west@asburyseminary.edu for course-related correspondence. 
 
Course Objectives 
By the end of this course participants will be able to: 
 
1. Understand and Apply Research Paradigms ~ Describe the four dominant approaches to 
research – experimental (quantitative), descriptive (qualitative), historical and critical -- in ways that 
account for their differences and allow the researcher to choose appropriate paradigms for varying 
types of research questions.  
 
2. Develop a Specific Research Design ~ Locate their own research questions within at least 
one of the dominant traditions.  
 
3. Develop Bibliographic Control ~ Demonstrate how antecedent theoretical and bibliographic 
literatures support, clarify and contextualize their own missiological research concerns. 
 
4. Create a Defendable Research Design ~ Develop a research design process that can be 
applied in a productive manner to most research concerns in missiology.   
 
5. Develop a Research Implementation Plan ~ Explain in detail, using their own missiological 
concern as the organizing feature, both the stage-by-stage process as well as the stage-specific 
procedures which would lead to satisfying their own research questions. 
 
6. Present Defendable Doctoral-Quality Reports ~ Develop a sample project that offers 
reviewers a critical, normative, representative and relevant demonstration of doctoral research 
competence. 
 
Required Reading 
 
• Book ~ Schutt, Russell K.  Investigating the Social World:  The Process and Practice of Research.  Pine 
Forge Press/SAGE Publications, 2006.   
 
• Book ~ Hawley, Peggy.  Being Bright is Not Enough:  The Unwritten Rules of Doctoral Study.  
Springfield, IL.:  C.C. Thomas, 1993, 160 pp.  ISBN: 0761924426 
 
• Book:  Select One Applied Methods Text from  “Applied Social Research Methods Series, 
Volumes 1-40.  Go the SAGE Website (www.sagepub.com) to make selection, not Asbury 
Bookstore.  See Appendix A. 
 
• Article ~ Lewis, C. S. “The Efficacy of Prayer” The World's Last Night: And Other Essays.  
Harvest Books, 2002. (Supplied in Class) 
 
• Article ~ Vandecreek, Larry.  “Why Ministers Don’t Like to Do Research.” Journal of Pastoral 
Care Pubs, 1988. (Supplied in Class) 
 
• Article ~ Vandecreek, Larry.  “The Historical Relationship Between Theology and the Sciences” 
Journal of Pastoral Care Pubs, 1988. (Supplied in Class)  
 
Course Schedule and Assignments 
 
Overview of the Learning Process 
Module One  
Inquiry  
Module Two 
Design 
Module Three  
Observation/Analysis 
Module Four  
Persuasion 
• Feb 20:  Submit 100 
Curiosity Questions 
• Feb 27: 1-Page 
Dissertation Matrix 
• Mar 5:  Submit 1-Page 
Review Essay of 
Hawley’s Text  
• Mar 12:  Submit Chapter 
One (Peer Review Draft) 
• Mar 19:  Submit 1-Page 
Interview/Data 
Collection Schedule 
• Mar 26:  Peer Proposal 
Defenses Begin  
• Apr 9:  Submit 1-Page 
Theoretical Model  
• Apr 16:  Submit 
Chapter One (Revised, 
Peer Review Draft) 
• Apr 23:  Submit 1-
Page Sage Research 
Method Book Review 
• Apr 30:  Submit 
Chapter 2 Outline 
• May 7:  Submit 
Chapter One (Final)  
• May 7: Submit  “Top 
40’s “ Annotated 
Bibliography 
• May 7: Submit Ethics 
Checklist 
 
Assignment Checklist ~ Course Calendar and Grading Plan 
 
? Feb 13:  Pre-Read Schutt, Chapters 1-2, 15.  Note:  Schutt chapters are linked to classroom 
processes; it will be read “out of order.”  Mark these chapters in your planning calendar. 
 
? Feb 20:  Submit 100 Curiosity Questions.  A list of 100 common sense questions you have 
about your research topic, problem and opportunity.  No question is too small…just let them 
flow on paper.  Embedded in these are likely to be the substance and assumption regarding the 
dissertation you will actually defend one day. Read Schutt, Chapters 3-4.  Value:  4%. 
 
? Feb 27: 1-Page Dissertation Matrix ((Supplied in Class).  You will learn how to assemble 
this during early class sessions.  This is the map for your entire study and design. Read Schutt, 
Chapter 6.  Value:  4%. 
 
? Mar 5:  Submit 1-Page Review Essay of Hawley’s Text.  Review Being Bright is Not Enough 
to capture practical insights about doctorality, research projects and the academic “game.”  
Your essay will contribute to a “close door session: with some ESJ graduates. Read Schutt, 
Chapters 15.  Value:  10%. 
 
? Mar 12:  Submit Chapter One (Peer Review Draft)  This is your first attempt to put your 
dissertation proposal (chapter one) into words, into the proper format.  It is likely to be rough 
draft, but this processes requires you to make a commitment about topic and trajectory.  This 
draft will be reviewed by your peers based on their learning to date. Read Schutt, Chapter 7.  
Value:  20% of Final 40%. 
 
? Mar 19:  Submit 1-Page Interview/Data Collection Schedule.  Following examples discussed 
in class, you will present a first draft of field research questions worthy of surveys , interviews or 
immersion observation strategies.  Note:  At this stage, a series of ESJ professors and consultants 
will join the teaching process to present different data collection methods, their own challenges as 
researchers and fieldwork tips! Read Schutt, Chapters 9.  Value:  4%. 
 
? Mar 26:  Peer Proposal Defenses Begin.  Each week, starting this week, we will conduct 
several mock proposal defenses.  Peers will serve as examiners and jurors, offering advice on 
what would be necessary to persuade them if it were a real defense. Each participant will 
experience at least one proposal defense as “the candidate.” Read Schutt, Chapter 11.  
Value:  4%. 
 
? Good Friday:  Mar 21, 2008;  Reading Week:  March 31-April 4, 2008.  
 
? Apr 9:  Submit 1-Page Theoretical Model.  Following examples discussed in class,, and 
based on the assumption “If you can’t draw it, you do not yet understand how to explain it,” 
you will present a first draft of a theoretical model that might be useful in the explanation of 
your hunch about a particular research phenomenon. Read Schutt, Chapter 12.  Value:  4%. 
 
? Apr 16:  Submit Chapter One (Revised, Peer Review Draft).  Your chapter draft is 
presented for a second “blind peer review.”  Substantial improvement should be reflected in 
the first and second draft. Read Schutt, Chapters 5,8. Value:  10% of Final 40%. 
 
? Apr 23:  Submit 1-Page Sage Research Method Book Review.  At this point in the term, 
participants should have a growing sense of clarity about what data collection method would 
best serve the persuasive objectives of the research design.  You will select one text from the 
SAGE series that helps you, and the class, undersntad more deeply about a particular 
methodology related to the completion of your study.  You will write the report as if it were to 
support the literature review for your chosen research method. Read Schutt, Chapter 10.  
Value:  10%. 
 
? Apr 30:  Submit Chapter Two Outline.  You will outline the intended direction in your 
literature review, focusing on at least forty (40) of the most important resources.  Note:  You 
MUST start on this project at the BEGINNING of the semester in order to do a worthy job.  
It is unlikely this can be done in haste and be of much use to your project. Read Schutt, 
Chapter 13.  Value:  5% of 20%. 
 
? May 7:  Submit Chapter One (Final).  Final paper for the semester, submitted to the 
professor.  You should present this paper as if presenting it to a potential dissertation mentor 
whom you would want to impress with your readiness to seriously pursue a defendable 
dissertation research design. Read Schutt, Chapter 14.  Value:  Final 40%. 
 
? May 7: Submit  “Top 40’s “ Annotated Bibliography.  Attached to you Chapter 
One/Proposal, you should include an annotated bibliography with no less than forty (40) top 
choice sources.  Value:  Final 20%. 
 
? May 7: Submit Ethics Checklist.  In the first weeks of the class, you will be alerted to the 
need to conceive and implement ethically designed research projects.  You will be supplied 
with a checklist and guidebook to that end.  You will attach to you Chapter One/Proposal a 
completed Ethics Checklist. Value:  4%. 
 
Housekeeping Issues 
 
• Grading. This course uses the Asbury grading scale as stated in the catalog.  As a matter of 
grading philosophy, it is possible to receive FULL CREDIT (F/C) if you have complied with all 
instructions, demonstrated superior mastery and integration of course material and submitted it 
in scholarly and interesting ways.  Under this philosophy, “A” quality grades are possible for an 
entire class; however, at Asbury a “B” quality grades are considered very good work.  Most all 
submitted work is treated as “formative evaluation” material, therefore I may invite 
resubmissions (with instructions).   I will take grading opportunities to reflect on who you are 
becoming personally, vocationally, professionally; I will offer comments on your performance to 
that end.  I invite you join me by making use of the evaluation process to more deeply integrate 
your character, competence, confidence and credibility development processes (1 Tim. 2:15). 
 
• Note on Paper Submissions ~ Self-Addressed SPO Envelopes.  Since seminary policy does 
not allow graded material to be dropped in SPO without privacy protection, all work must be 
submitted in a SPO self-addressed envelope large enough to contain the document without 
requiring folding.  The professor may not return work which is not submitted in an envelope.   
 
• Style Stuff.  All work must be typed, 12 pt Times or Arial Font, Black Ink, Double-Spaced on 
White 8.5/11 Paper following the style manuals recommended by the seminary program to which 
you are apart (except in cases of submission for a publisher.  In such cases, you must declare 
which style manual you are following).   
 
• Note on Proofreading.  At the graduate and doctoral levels, it should go without saying all work 
should be proofread before submission, and be presented to represent one’s own work with due 
attribution to all others’ used in its development.  The professor reserves the right to return all 
papers with glaring proofing and presentation errors as unread, unmarked and graded accordingly.  
In some cases a resubmission option may be offered.   
 
• Note on Extensions, Tardiness and Absences.  Occasionally, our academic priorities have to 
be sacrificed to our personal priorities, e.g. personal, family, financial, physical responsibilities and 
abilities.  While the professor is disposed toward a gracious understanding of these challenges, 
participants must demonstrate diligence EARLY in the semester for end-semester assignments.  
Notifying the professor’s of your need to be absent or late does not change responsibilities or 
penalties that fairness to all other participants who have met deadlines demands.  Best policy:  Do 
work early and often.  NOTE:  Notifying the professor of absences, late submissions or 
incompletes are important academic courtesies, but these notices do not remove the ½ or 1 letter 
grade penalties associated with failure to complete work according to the schedule.  Please 
consider accepting lower grades before requesting extensions, or planning tardinesses or absences. 
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Appendix A  
Adapted:  SAGE Website ~ Social Research Methods Series 
 
Title Author Date                Listed 
Price 
Concept Mapping for Planning and Evaluation  Mary Kane 10-17-
2006  
$32.95   
Focus Groups, Second Edition  
Theory and Practice  
David Stewart  07-06-
2006  
$39.95 
Qualitative Research Design, Second Edition  
An Interactive Approach  
Joseph Maxwell  10-28-
2004  
$33.95 
Diagnosing Organizations, Third Edition  
Methods, Models, and Processes  
Michael 
Harrison  
09-22-
2004  
$32.95 
Scale Development, Second Edition  
Theory and Applications  
Robert DeVellis 03-25-
2003  
$31.95 
Case Study Research, Third Edition  
Design and Methods  
Robert Yin  12-24-
2002  
$33.95 
Applications of Case Study Research, Second Edition  Robert Yin  12-02-
2002  
$32.95 
Interpretive Interactionism, Second Edition  Norman 
Denzin  
10-03-
2001  
$40.95 
Survey Research Methods, Third Edition  Floyd Fowler  08-24-
2001  
$43.95 
Practical Meta-Analysis  Mark Lipsey  08-18-
2000  
$45.95 
Communicating Social Science Research to Policy Makers  Roger Vaughan  11-12-
1998  
$41.95 
Mixed Methodology  
Combining Qualitative and Quantitative Approaches  
Abbas 
Tashakkori  
06-24-
1998  
$41.95 
Narrative Research  
Reading, Analysis, and Interpretation  
Amia Lieblich  05-27-
1998  
$42.95 
Synthesizing Research, Third Edition  
A Guide for Literature Reviews  
Harris Cooper  01-15-
1998  
$41.95 
Ethnography  
Step-by-Step  
David 
Fetterman  
12-15-
1997  
$41.95 
Randomized Experiments for Planning and Evaluation  
A Practical Guide  
Robert Boruch  12-19-
1996  
$41.95 
Doing Legal Research  
A Guide for Social Scientists and Mental Health Professionals  
Roberta Morris  12-05-
1996  
$41.95 
Measuring Community Indicators  
A Systems Approach to Drug and Alcohol Problems  
Paul 
Gruenewald  
11-05-
1996  
$40.95 
Analyzing Costs, Procedures, Processes, and Outcomes in Human Services  
An Introduction  
Brian Yates  04-24-
1996  
$41.95 
Mail Surveys  
Improving the Quality  
Thomas 
Mangione  
08-30-
1995  
$41.95 
Improving Survey Questions  
Design and Evaluation  
Floyd Fowler  07-21-
1995  
$41.95 
Data Collection and Management  
A Practical Guide  
Magda 
Stouthamer-
Loeber  
07-21-
1995  
$41.95 
Graphing Data  
Techniques for Display and Analysis  
Gary Henry  09-30-
1994  
$41.95 
Research Methods in Special Education  Donna Mertens  09-29-
1994  
$41.95 
Introduction to Facet Theory  
Content Design and Intrinsic Data Analysis in Behavioral Research  
Samuel Shye  04-25-
1994  
$41.95 
Telephone Survey Methods, Second Edition  
Sampling, Selection, and Supervision 
Paul Lavrakas 07-09-
1993 
$41.95 
Doing Urban Research  Gregory 
Andranovich  
05-11-
1993  
$41.95 
Applied Research Design  
A Practical Guide  
Terry Hedrick  01-11-
1993  
$41.95 
Secondary Research, Second Edition  
Information Sources and Methods  
David Stewart  12-18-
1992  
$41.95 
Planning Ethically Responsible Research  
A Guide for Students and Internal Review Boards  
Joan Sieber  05-30-
1992  
$41.95 
Researching Persons with Mental Illness  Rosalind 
Dworkin  
05-06-
1992  
$41.95 
Research in Educational Settings  Geoffrey 
Maruyama  
05-06-
1992  
$41.95 
Event History Analysis  Kazuo 
Yamaguchi  
07-18-
1991  
$41.95 
Studying Families  Anne Copeland  05-01-
1991  
$39.95 
Meta-Analytic Procedures for Social Research  Robert 
Rosenthal  
05-01-
1991  
$41.95 
Internal Evaluation  
Building Organizations from Within  
Arnold Love  03-01-
1991  
$41.95 
Research with Hispanic Populations  Gerardo Marin  03-01-
1991  
$41.95 
Practical Sampling  Gary Henry  08-01-
1990  
$41.95 
Standardized Survey Interviewing  
Minimizing Interviewer-Related Error  
Floyd Fowler  12-01-
1989  
$41.95 
Participant Observation  
A Methodology for Human Studies  
Danny 
Jorgensen  
02-01-
1989  
$41.95 
Research in Health Care Settings  Kathleen Grady  06-01-
1988  
$41.95 
On Time and Method  Janice Kelly  06-01-
1988  
$41.95 
Linking Auditing and Meta-Evaluatiuon  
Enhancing Quality in Applied Research  
Thomas 
Schwandt  
06-01-
1988  
$41.95 
Ethics and Values in Applied Social Research  Allan Kimmel  05-01-
1988  
$41.95 
Need Analysis ~ Tools for the Human Services and Education  John McKillip  04-01-
1987  
$41.95 
Methods for Policy Research  Ann Majchrzak  09-01-
1984  
$41.95 
 
 
 
